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ASBESTOS IN GOVERNMENT SCHOOLS 

387. Hon PETER COLLIER to the minister representing the Minister for Employment Protection:   

(1) Has WorkSafe received complaints regarding asbestos roofs, ceilings and walls in government schools?   

(2) If yes to (1), which schools?   

(3) If yes to (1), have inspectors attended these schools to investigate these complaints; and, if not, why 
not?   

(4) If yes to (1) and (3), what schools were found to have asbestos, which constitutes a potential health risk, 
and what strategies were introduced to overcome the problems?   

Hon JON FORD replied:   
I thank the member for some notice of this question.  The Minister for Employment Protection has supplied the 
following answer - 
(1) Yes, in 2006 the WorkSafe database identified three complaints involving asbestos and specifically 

identifying government schools.  
(2) Carine Senior High School, Hillarys Primary School and Lynwood Primary School.   
(3) Carine Senior High School, yes.  Hillarys Primary School, yes.  Lynwood Primary School, no.  

WorkSafe received a copy of a letter complaining to the Department of Education and Training.  
WorkSafe liaised with the department and, based on the contents of the letter, WorkSafe determined 
that the issues were within the Department of Education and Training’s responsibility. 

(4) Asbestos cement products in sound condition and, left undisturbed, present little risk to the general 
community.  However, WorkSafe took the following actions.  At Carine Senior High School an 
improvement notice was issued requiring the Department of Education and Training to identify and 
assess all asbestos-containing materials at the Carine Senior High School and provide an on site 
register.  This notice has been complied with.   

At Hillarys Primary School three improvement notices were issued requiring the Department of 
Education and Training to identify and assess and provide an on-site asbestos-containing materials 
register at the Hillarys Primary School - the notice has now been complied with; identify and assess 
asbestos-containing materials and provide on site registers at all schools - this notice is still current; and 
train all principals in their role and responsibilities in asbestos management - this notice is still current. 

 


